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The critique of the bottled water industry in the mainstream media continues this 
month with a number of articles from around the world discussing the 
environmental and health risks that come with bottled water. 
 
(The stories mentioned are based on news articles listed with hyperlinks in the 
‘this months bottled water headlines’ section further down the page) 
 
More UK calls to ‘Ditch bottled water’ 
 
In the UK, Sustain’s report Have you bottled it? continues to influence media 
reports about bottled water. Journalists from as far away as New Zealand are 
writing stories about the dangers of bottled water and citing the report’s findings. 

Following on the heels of various UK government ministries banning bottled 
water, Liverpool City Council announced a plan to ban the use of bottled water in 
the workplace for nearly 20,000 Town Hall staff.  Council staff and politicians will 
be asked to make the switch for environmental reasons. Liverpool is the 5th 
largest city in the UK.  

The city of Rochdale (UK) council has also proposed a ban on supplying bottled 
water to staff and councilors. 

In a new twist, a private water services company in the UK, Yorkshire Water 
(subsidiary of the Kelda Group), has publicly called on Yorkshire members of 
parliament to stop using bottled water. It appears that private water services 
companies are beginning to use the bottled water issue for public relations 
purposes.  
 
 
Coke’s Swiss Green PR Drive  

http://www.sustainweb.org/page.php?id=267
http://www.yorkshirewater.com/
http://www.keldagroup.com/kel/


 
Coca-Cola CEO Neville Isdell spent part of the past month hob-knobbing with 
world leaders and other CEOs at the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland. Isdell, co-chair of this year’s meeting, spent much of his time re-
branding his company, using the forum to polish Coke’s perceived image as a 
good corporate citizen.  
 
At the top of Isdell’s agenda was the water issue. At the meeting’s opening press 
conference, Isdell stated that the company has been reducing its water usage by 
approximately 4 percent annually in order to ‘reduce the footprint’. No proof of 
this water reduction or details of how this initiative will be implemented was 
outlined during the news conference.  
 
While Isdell tells the global media that Coke is reducing the amount of water it 
uses, the reality is that the public has no idea how much water Coca-Cola and its 
bottlers take to produce its products. In most cases the company is not required 
to produce statistics about water takings. Isdell’s announcement about a 
reduction in water use is a classic case of a corporation covering up its 
environmental impacts with public relations. This kind of behaviour is also known 
as greenwashing. 
 
Isdell used the meetings – with 500 media representatives, 24 heads of state and 
800 high level corporate executives in attendance – as a platform to advertise 
Coke’s projects and policies towards issues such as: global warming; workers’ 
rights; and the obesity epidemic. What this kind of presentation amounts to, is a 
showcase of expensive public relations projects designed to revamp Coca-Cola 
as an environmentally caring corporate citizen.  
 
 
Coke bottler sucking water in drought ridden Australia 
 
Facing the worst drought in 100 years, residents of the State of Victoria now 
have to watch Sunkoshi Ltd. suck millions of litres of water out of the ground for 
the production of Coca-Cola products. Despite the community’s anger, and the 
extreme drought, the company declared that they would go ahead with the 
project. (See article below) 
 
 
This month’s bottled water headlines: 
 
[UK] 'Ditch bottled water' 
January 5, 2007 
Huddersfield Examiner 
 

http://www.weforum.org/en/index.htm
http://ichuddersfield.icnetwork.co.uk/examiner/news/regional/tm_method=full%26objectid=18398341%26siteid=50060-name_page.html


[New Zealand] Water bottles' risky cocktail 
January 7, 2007 
New Zealand Herald 
 
[US] Bottled water is cheap to buy, but the environmental cost is high
January 8, 2007 
The Idaho Statesman 
 
[Botswana] Summer Boosts Bottled-Water Sales 
January 11, 2007 
All Africa 
 
[Australia] Anger over licence for bottled water firm 
January 12, 2007 
The Age 
 
[UK] Giving water that extra special taste 
January 12, 2007 
The Harrogate Advertiser 
 
[US] Rivers losing water to homes, snowmaking, bottled water
January 14, 2007 
Associated Press Newswires 
 
[US] Spin the (water) bottle / With $11 billion in U.S. sales, the beverage's 
marketers have become clear winners 
January 17, 2007 
The San Francisco Chronicle 
 
[UK] Ditch bottled water plea by councillor 
January 16, 2007 
Western Morning News 
 
[US] How water bottlers tap into all sorts of sources 
January 19, 2007 
The San Francisco Chronicle 
 
[France] Paris hits back at eau minerale as adverts pour scorn on its water 
January 19, 2007 
The Times 
 
[US] Groups Battle For Bottled Water; Nestle Wants To Pump Millions Of 
Gallons; Michigan Residents Are Worried 
January 21, 2007 
The Post Standard/Herald-Journal 
 

http://www.polarisinstitute.org/water_bottles_risky_cocktail
http://www.idahostatesman.com/101/story/66689.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/200701110352.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/anger-over-licence-for-bottled-water-firm/2007/01/11/1168105116676.html
http://www.harrogatetoday.co.uk/viewarticle2.aspx?sectionid=17&articleid=1969444
http://www.boston.com/news/local/new_hampshire/articles/2007/01/14/rivers_losing_water_to_homes_snowmaking_bottled_water/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2007/01/17/BUG35NIVFK70.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2007/01/17/BUG35NIVFK70.DTL
http://www.westernmorningnews.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=141529&command=displayContent&sourceNode=141513&contentPK=16407908&moduleName=InternalSearch&formname=sidebarsearch
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2007/01/19/BUGBONL7VI1.DTL
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/food_and_drink/article1294330.ece
http://www.polarisinstitute.org/groups_battle_for_bottled_water_nestle_wants_to_pump_millions_of_gallons_michigan_residents_are_worried
http://www.polarisinstitute.org/groups_battle_for_bottled_water_nestle_wants_to_pump_millions_of_gallons_michigan_residents_are_worried


[UK] [Liverpool] Council to ditch bottled water 
January 23, 2007 
Daily Post  
 
[Switzerland] Coca-Cola CEO: We're working to reduce company's 
environmental footprint 
January 24, 2007 
Associated Press Newswires 
 
[Switzerland] Davos: The World Economic Forum: Gathering Gives Chance 
to Burnish Images - Coke, BP to Show Off Green Side, While More 
Russians Are Coming to Meeting 
January 24, 2007 
The Wall Street Journal 
 
[UK] £35,000 cap on bottled water 
27 January 2007 
Manchester Evening News 
 
[US] Religious groups object to selling of bottled water 
27 January 2007 
Times Herald 
 
[US] Growing worry about water as a commodity 
January 27, 2007 
The San Diego Union-Tribune 
 
[UK] Coke to relaunch Malvern mineral water 
January 29, 2007 
Just-Drinks 
 
[Uganda] Coke Gives Shs1b for Water 
January 31, 2007 
All Africa 
 
[Thailand] Trusting the taps; Water from the municipal supply is 
considered unsafe by most Bangkokians, but after investigating the matter, 
SIRIPORN SACHAMUNEEWONGSE, finds that's a misconception 
February 4, 2007 
Bangkok Post 
 
[UK] Drive for tap water by MP 
07 February 2007 
The Evening Chronicle, Newcastle 
 
 

http://icliverpool.icnetwork.co.uk/0100news/0100regionalnews/tm_headline=council-to-ditch-bottled-water&method=full&objectid=18516806&siteid=50061-name_page.html
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/01/24/business/EU-FIN-COM-World-Forum-Coca-Cola.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/01/24/business/EU-FIN-COM-World-Forum-Coca-Cola.php
http://www.polarisinstitute.org/davos_the_world_economic_forum_gathering_gives_chance_to_burnish_images_coke_bp_to_show_off_green_side_while_more_russia
http://www.polarisinstitute.org/davos_the_world_economic_forum_gathering_gives_chance_to_burnish_images_coke_bp_to_show_off_green_side_while_more_russia
http://www.polarisinstitute.org/davos_the_world_economic_forum_gathering_gives_chance_to_burnish_images_coke_bp_to_show_off_green_side_while_more_russia
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/s/234/234436_35000_cap_on_bottled_water.html
http://thetimesherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070127/OPINION02/70127001
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/features/20070127-9999-lz1c27ethics.html
http://www.polarisinstitute.org/uk_coke_to_relaunch_malvern_mineral_water_0
http://allafrica.com/stories/200701310967.html
http://www.bangkokpost.net/040207_Perspective/04Feb2007_pers29.php
http://www.bangkokpost.net/040207_Perspective/04Feb2007_pers29.php
http://www.bangkokpost.net/040207_Perspective/04Feb2007_pers29.php
http://icnewcastle.icnetwork.co.uk/chroniclelive/eveningchronicle/chroniclearchive/tm_method=full%26objectid=18588858%26siteid=50081-name_page.html


Feel free to distribute or cite this material on the condition the Polaris Institute is 
appropriately credited. 

Encourage friends and family to subscribe to NewsBytes, check out 
http://www.insidethebottle.org  - monthly bytes exposing what's inside the bottle.  

Got a comment? - Let us know what's on your mind at 
insidethebottle@polarisinstitute.org . 

Polaris Institute 
180 Metcalfe Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K2P 1P5 
Canada 
(613) 237-1717 
Fax: (613) 237-3359 
www.polarisinstitute.org 
www.insidethebottle.org

To unsubscribe to the this mailing list please send an email to 
unsubscribe@polarisinstitute.org
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